PREFACE   TO   THE    FIRST    EDITION
This series of articles was begun with a view to
give an Indian's reactions to Prof. Coupland's work on
the constitutional problem of India. By very nature
of my pre-occupations, I had to do the work piece-
meal, and the articles when ready were published
from time to time in the weekly Social Welfare.
It was originally intended that my friend Mr,
J. M. Shelat, M.A., Bar-at-Law, would help me for
the whole series. But ill-health prevented him from
helping me except in the case of three chapters.
The last chapter was written after the Sapru
Committee was appointed, and I have recast my views
in the form of a memorandum to that Committee,
which I was invited to submit.
The history of the last 150 years of British rule
is a history of conflict between India and her foreign
rulers. The history has assumed different shapes and
patterns, but the central theme has remained un-
changed. Every situation is a bye-product of a clash
between the National Will to Freedom and the
foreigners' will to fasten serfdom on the country.
So is the deadlock that prevails today.
But if in our anxiety to secure the transfer of
power from Britain, any step is taken to disrupt the
integrity of India or its institutional continuity, it will
be fraught with incalculable danger. Much as I would
see the banner of freedom held aloft at all moments,